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CLOCK TOWER AND

SALUQUIA TOWER

These are semicircular towers, built in masonry,
that must have been built as part of an
important construction campaign led by
Francisco de Arruda, amason hired by D. Manuel
|, inthe beginning of the 16th century. The Clock
Tower was expanded in the end of the 19th
century gaining a clock that gave the tower its

name.

OGIVAL GANTRY

FIFTEENTH CENTURY HOUSE

It's one of the rare examples of Moura's Castle
inhabitance. It symbolizes the last occupation,
proven to be 2500 years old. From 1940
onwards, a vast program of demolitions began,
which led to total disappearance of this city

neighbourhood.

AGUA
CASTELLO

It’s inside Moura's Castle at Santa Comba's
fountain - supplied by the Moura-Ficalho Aquifer
System, the region's largest underground
reserve — that Castello brand exploitation
begins. The water mineromedicinal properties
lead to the signing of an contract between the
county and the so created “Agua Castello” in

1899. The brand stood in this place until1937.
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MOURA CASTLE
MAIN ELEMENTS

Moura's castle goes back to village's first
settlement. Its occupation dates back to the fourth
century BC, lasting until the middle of the last
century. It was the civic, political, religious and
military city centerfor centuries.

There are still some traces of the Islamic
fortification, like a wall in rammed earth from the
12th century.

Moura was conquered in 1232, but it's definitive
integration into the Portuguese crown only occursin
1295. Afterwards, the castle suffers profound
changes like the construction of a citadel and of its
tower, inthe 14th century.

With the Christian Reconquest, the city grows to the
outskirts: first, the Moorish quarter, new
neighbourhood for the people that lived inside
castle walls; secondly, the "New outskirt”, next to
Sao Jodo BaptistaChurch's.

Restoration showed difficulties concerning village's
defense. That's why, during the 17th century, new
bastioned walls were built, in an attempt to make it
more efficient.

In 1707, during the Succession Spanish War, Moura's
military square was taken by Osuna's Duque. The
entire fortification suffered irreparable damage:
holes were made in ramparts, towers and castle
walls.

Only the tower escaped unharmed due to its
proximity to the Church and Convent of Nossa
SenhoradaAssuncao.

Moura's military square extinction in 1805,
combined with the profound campaign to transform
the nitrified rammed earth into saltpeter for
gunpowder manufacture, increased the area's
decadence.

A final transformation happened when “Castello”
water exploration unit arrives to Moura, during 20th
century turn. But exodus is inevitable with the
departure of its lastinhabitants.

The large squared tower, measuring 13 metersin
height, still remains from Islamic fortification.
Nowadays, there are still weak traces where
once existed sharp images of lime paintings
imitating large ashlars. These structures, in
rammed earth, date from the 2nd half of the

12th century.

This Inscription lies near Trés Bicas's fountain. It
marks the mosque construction an initiative
from al-Mutadid, in the middle of the 11th
century (probable dating — 444 H. / 1052 AD). It
symbolizes an attempt of this territory and its

mining resources appropriation.

CITADEL ano
KEEP

These constructions date from the 2nd half of
the 14th century. Citadel, with an autonomous
existence, was where the “Alcaides” (town's
mayors) lived. The main tower, measuring 25
meters height, presents an octagonal room,
supplied by a fountain. Numerous flowerbed

marks stand out of it.

CHURCH

CONVENT
AND WHEEL

In the 16th century, the parochial church of
Santa Maria do Castelo integrates the space of
the Convent of Nossa Senhora da Assuncao,
from the DominicanOrder.

The wheel in enclousure convents was a way to
communicate with the outside, beingimportant

for objects exchange. Later, it becomes

associated with “refused orexposed” children.




